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Callaghan offers wild beauty, shops nearby
JANE CARDILLO

S p e c i a l t o Th e Jo u r n a l
EDMONTON

A pair of Canada geese pick their
way along the edge of a stormwater
pondjustbeyondJo-AnnandBryan
Darke’s big great room windows.

Thebirdsareasuresignthatspring
is here. Soon there will be others:
Deer nibbling long grasses by the
roadside,abeaver’stailslappingthe
deep waters of Blackmud Creek,
hawks circling for prey above the
open fields.

Eventhewinterdrabnessofthese-
cluded trails where the Darkes walk
their littledog,Ginger,willvanishas
towering trees unfurl their leafy
canopies.

It’sallpartof life inCallaghan,one
of southwest Edmonton’s newest
neighbourhoods.

“You don’t feel like you’re in the
city,” says Jo-Ann. “You feel like
you’re in the country. There’s trees
and there’s openness and there’s
trails.”

It was Callaghan’s natural beauty
that attracted the Darkes, who
moved into the community with
their18-year-olddaughter,Michelle,
last November.

Nestled in Heritage Valley with
Blackmud Creek Ravine running
along its border, the community
burstswithgreenspaces,parks,me-
andering trails and breathtaking
views.

Those amenities are a major draw
totheneighbourhood,locatedsouth
of Ellerslie Road and 111th Street,
says Russell Dauk, vice-president of
land and communities for Rohit
Group of Companies, developer of
part of the neighbourhood.

“You can see the ducks in the
stream and the beavers going back
andforth,” saysDauk.“You canalso
see deer run off in the distance and
hawks soaring.”

But, you are also within walking
distance of Ellerslie Road and 111th
Street, home to a vast assortment
ofstores,restaurantsandbanks,says
Jo-Ann,whosometimesgoesonfoot
to pick up groceries.

“There’s one of everything in
there,” she says. “There’s a Sobeys,
there’s a drug store, there’s a movie
place, there’s a pizza place, there’s
Starbucks.

“It’s about a 12-minute walk and
whenI’mbackinmyhouseI’maway
from it all.”

South Edmonton Common and
theEdmontonInternationalAirport
are minutes away, transit service is
withinwalkingdistanceandthearea
is served by both Catholic and pub-
lic schools.

A new elementary/junior high
school, just north of Callaghan on
114th Street and 14th Avenue, is set
to open in September 2010.

The combination of country liv-
ingandurbanaccessappealstoalot
of people, says Dauk.

Wayne and Kristeena Klaczek are
two of them. The young couple
moved from a downtown condo-
minium to Callaghan last summer.

“It’s kind of like living on an
acreage,” says Wayne. “It’s wonder-
ful, we really enjoy it.”

Partofthepleasureisknowingthat
their rustic retreat is close to every-
thing, says Wayne.

“We find Anthony Henday very
easytogetaround.Wecangettoany

sideofthecityin20minutes,halfan
hour.”

Builders represented in Callaghan
are Cameron Homes, Carriage Cus-
tom Homes, Kimberley Homes,
Westview Builders and Rohit.

Ravine lots are available, starting
atabout$800,000forhouse,lotand
GST.

Single-family homes start in the
low $500,000 range.

While the Darkes and the Klaczeks
liveinsingle-familyhomes,Dauksays
therearemanybeautifultownhomes
and apartment-style condominiums
in Callaghan Ravines, Rohit’s pro-
ject located a stone’s throw from the
edge of Blackmud Creek Ravine.

Among them is The Gallery, a
handsome apartment condo.

“We’ve had our townhomes and
our luxury villas backing onto the
ravine open, and now we’re intro-
ducing The Gallery,” says Dauk.

The public is invited to visit
Callaghan this weekend, April 18
and19,forthegrandopeningofThe
Gallery’s showsuite.

People can also tour the commu-
nity’s six other show homes — four
single-family residences and two
townhomes—saysAmyPower,Ro-
hit’s marketing co-ordinator.

“We’re going to do a radio remote
and a Callaghan poker tour,” Power
says.

Visitors will get a playing card at
eachoftheshowhomes.Theperson

with the best poker hand wins a trip
to Las Vegas.

TheGalleryhasone-andtwo-bed-
roomunits,aswellastwobedrooms
plus den. They range in size from
about 750 to 1,100 square feet.

“A lot of suites offer great views
down into the ravine,” Dauk says.
Others look out over a mature tree
stand and a future school and park
site.

The building offers an attractive
opportunitytoawholerangeofpeo-
ple, including first-time buyers,
young professionals and empty
nesters looking for a maintenance
free lifestyle, says Dauk.

Prices in The Gallery start in the
low $200,000-range.

Andwhileresidentsenjoynothav-
ingtomowthelawnorshovelsnow,
they can still exercise their green
thumbs at the community garden
Rohit is developing in the neigh-
bourhood.

“We’ve found there’s a lot of peo-

ple, particularly if you get into the
older demographic, that love to
garden,” says Dauk. “They don’t
have to give up their backyard.”

For people like the Darkes, the en-
tire Callaghan neighbourhood is
their backyard.

“I walk my dog every day,” says
Jo-Ann. “The trees are 30 to 40 feet
high;youdon’thavetowaitforthem
to grow.

“Yesterdaytwoduckswerecoming
out from the trees and my daughter
was driving home and she said,
‘Mom,thereweretwodeerscrossing
the road.’ ”

Jo-Ann’s suggestion to people vis-
iting the neighbourhood: Get out of
the car and walk. “You have to walk
down the path system,” she says.

“It takes you to the secret of
Callaghan ... wonderful nature.”

Deer, ducks share
new neighbourhood
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The show home for Westview Builders is pictured above. The company is one of five developers represented in the Callaghan community.

Bryan Darke, wife Jo-Ann and daughter Michelle love to walk with their dog
Ginger through the ravine setting and view the wildlife.

A cosy fireplace is a focal point in the great room of the Rohit show home.

The kitchen, including countertop eating area, in the Rohit show home


